




















Protection of the Environment Operations Act 1997

Protection of the Environment and Operations 
Act 1997









































“The modelling predictions presented in the report indicate that the risk of adverse air quality 
impacts from the Stage 1 Proposal are low. The incremental increase in key pollutants at the 
surrounding residential areas would be largely indistinguishable from the existing background and 
project specific air quality monitoring is therefore not considered necessary.”
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1. Introduction 

Objectives 
 To describe the minimum mandatory requirements for the management of air quality associated with construction 

activities. 

Training 
 All personnel are to undertake Project inductions identifying their environmental and compliance obligations under 

the Minister’s Conditions of Approval for the Project. 

 Obligations and responsibilities relevant to air quality management will also be included in daily pre-start or 
activity-specific pre-start briefings, toolbox talks or targeted environmental training as appropriate. 

2. Standards and Guidelines 

 Construction Air Quality Management Plan (CAQMP) 

 NSW EPA Local Government Air Quality Toolkit, Visual Guide: Dust from urban construction sites 

3. Air Quality Management 

 Communicate regularly with other high risk construction sites in close proximity to the Project, to ensure plans are 
coordinated and cumulative dust and particulate matter emissions are minimised. 

 Coordinate deliveries within project to avoid duplicating vehicle trips 

 Where reasonable and feasible, plant and equipment fitted with catalysts, diesel particulate filters (or similar) 
would be preferably used on site 

 Construction Area Plans and Work Packs to consider air quality controls to be implemented when detailing the 
construction methodology and planning the works. Air quality controls, in addition to those listed in the process 
diagram, may be sourced from the CAQMP. 

 Plan site layout so that machinery and dust generating activities are located away from receptors, as far as is 
possible. 

 Construction activities which are likely to result in dust generation include: operation of plant and vehicle 
movements on unsealed roads, demolition, stockpiling, earthworks and material handling.

 Refer to the Asbestos Management Plan if dealing with asbestos containing material. 

 Impose and signpost a maximum-speed limit of 20 km/h on surfaced and unsurfaced haul roads. 

 Exposed areas to be minimised. Rehabilitation, seeding or grassing to be undertaken as soon as practicable. 

 Ensure operator’s plant checklist is completed daily and all new plant / equipment being delivered to site has 
undergone a plant / equipment inspection. 

 Soft strip the inside of buildings before demolition. 

 Notify SS if material is deposited on a public road. SS to make arrangements to have the material cleared as soon 
as practicable. 

 Burning of any materials is prohibited. 

4. Complaints Management 

Record all dust and air quality complaints in accordance with the Construction Complaints Management System. 

5. Incident Management 

Any exceptional incident which causes dust/emissions, either on-site or in close proximity to the site, is to be recorded 
in the Foreman’s daily diary and immediately reported to the SS. The SS to report the matter to the EM and CM. 
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Assess the Situation 

 Review weather forecast daily for potential high winds (>20km/hr) at Bankstown Airport 
(www.weatherzone.com.au) [EC]. 

 Consult with SS and other subcontractors for strategies to minimise dust [EC]. 

 The need for and type of dust controls will be assessed prior to works being undertaken [SS]. 

 The implementation of dust and emission controls will be progressive and continual during the 
various stages of construction of the temporary site facility [SS/EC]. 

STOP DUST GENERATING WORK if winds exceed 20km/hr (10min average) and air quality 
controls are not sufficient to mitigate dust generation.  

Record on Daily Environmental Inspection Checklist 

Observe Effectiveness of Controls 

 If visible dust observed leaving site, re-assess the situation and potentially implement additional controls. [SS] 

 If a dust complaint is received, re-assess the situation and potentially implement additional controls. [SS/EM] 

 Bring any significant air quality issues to the attention of the EC (in the first instance) or the EM [SS] 

Implement Air Quality Controls 

[SS] 
The most common dust and emission control mitigation measures to be implemented include: 

 Retain existing ground cover for as long as possible, including staging removal. Reinstate landscaping/ground cover as early 
as possible 

 Avoid dry sweeping of large areas. Use water-assisted dust sweeper(s) on the access and local roads to remove tracked out 
materials. 

 Use a water cart and/ or hoses to wet down access tracks, problematic areas and material dumping e.g. ballast. 

 Ensure effective water suppression to be used during demolition operations. 

 Cover truck loads and sweep tailgates before leaving site. 

 Operate and maintain vehicle wash down facilities. 

 Number of stockpiles will be minimised. Temporary stockpiles require regular wetting or are to be covered. The number of 
active faces of the stockpile to be limited where possible. Stockpiles or materials to be stored longer than 28 days are to be 
contoured and seeded to minimise loss of material. 

 Remove materials that have potential to produce dust from site as soon as possible. 

 If feasible and reasonable, erect dust screens around dust generating activities in close proximity to the general public. 

Monitoring & Recording 
 SS to monitor daily for tracking of mud on public roads, ensuring the integrity of the access/egress points and hail road to 

ensure loose material not being tracked out. Outcomes of this monitoring are to be recorded in the SS daily diary (or 
similar). 

 SS to record details of observations regarding visible dust emissions in SS daily diary (or similar). 

 EC to undertake inspections in accordance with CAQMP. 

 EM to regularly review monitoring results from dust deposition gauges. 

Legend 
Responsibilities 
SS – Site Supervisor 
EC – Environmental         
Coordinator 
EM – Environment 
Manager 


